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A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under 

her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain 

as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red 

dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a 

third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of 

the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he 

was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron 

scepter.” And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into 

the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 

1,260 days. 

 

“There are two sides to every story.”  Or at least, so the saying goes.  There’s a rather 

familiar side to the Christmas story, the account St. Luke presents for us in his gospel.  It’s the 

story we’ve heard again and again and have grown to treasure and love.  How God, in love, sent 

His Son into our world.  A little babe who soon after his birth was wrapped up in cloths and laid 

to rest in a manger.  We don’t know for certain who Luke was able to interview but it seems 

likely that it may have been Mary herself.  Whichever the case, the details we find in His account 

are from the perspective of humans who witnessed that first Christmas firsthand. 

Today, however, we want to look at a slightly different account.  It’s Christmas from God 

the Father’s perspective, revealed to St. John in his revelation. The picture Revelation paints is 

certainly different from the familiar nativity story, but it shows us all the same, the spiritual 

victory we have in Jesus because of His great love for us. 

In this picture, we don’t find any of the cuteness of Christmas Eve, no cozy manger scene 

on a star-lit night; no peaceful and quiet animals nearby, no friendly shepherds dropping in to 

worship.  Instead, Revelation’s picture of Christmas Eve introduces us to the one who hates 

Christmas Eve more than anyone—the great red dragon, Satan—and his failed attempt to ruin 

Christmas and rob us of a Savior.  This account gives us a fresh perspective on the great power 

of this dragon, but also the greater power of the Christ-child, our Lord Jesus. 

But first, before we get to the dragon or the child, John reports seeing a woman.  He 

writes, A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 

the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.  This woman is a symbol 

of the church, with a crown of twelve stars.  Think of the twelve tribes of Israel or of the twelve 

apostles.  Twelve is the number that identifies the church.  All believers in Jesus are clothed with 

the sun of his righteousness and share his power over all things—as the moon is seen under her 

feet. 

She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth.  From the 

beginning, God promised Adam and Eve that one of their own offspring would come to crush the 

serpent’s head.  Out of this line of the Savior, their own flesh and blood, would be born a Savior 

of all who are flesh and blood.  To save a fallen human race, God performed this “great and 



wondrous” act.  In love, He sent His Son, born in human likeness.  As the author of Hebrews 

explained, Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that 

by His death He might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and 

free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  For surely it is not 

angels He helps, but Abraham’s descendants (Hebrews 2:14-15).  This child to be born is our 

representative!  The fact that Jesus “made his dwelling among us” shows us that all he would 

accomplish is accomplished for you, on your behalf! 

But before this child is born, John sees the dragon standing nearby: Then another sign 

appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven 

crowns on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the 

earth.  We’re not given the precise meaning of the number of heads and horns and crowns, nor 

the meaning of the tail sweeping stars out of the sky.  What is clear is that this dragon is the 

devil; it’s Satan.  It’s possible that the stars he sweeps away refer to the other angels who fell 

with him in his rebellion against God but isn’t clear.   In any case, the picture is clear.  This sign 

of the dragon is a sign of great power.  The devil is no pushover.  Other passages of the Bible 

call him the “ruler of the kingdom of the air,” “the prince of this world,” “the god of this 

age.”  These are ways God shows us the power of Satan and his kingdom. 

The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he 

might devour her child the moment it was born.  There’s the side of Christmas that we don’t 

often picture.  We don’t usually have an enormous red dragon in our miniature manger scenes at 

home.  But it wasn’t just the angels who knew the Christ was born when they announced it to the 

shepherds.  The demons knew it too.  Satan was there to devour the child the moment He was 

born. 

Did he really think he had a chance to spoil the party, to steal the shepherd’s joy and rob 

Mary of the treasures of her heart?    Did he really think he could ruin Christmas?  Obviously, in 

total hatred of God and his people, he did and so he tried.  Call it insane rage, being hardened 

and confirmed in evil and destruction, but Satan tried again and again to devour this child and 

keep God’s plan of salvation from being fulfilled.  We see the fruits of his efforts when: 

1. Herod, filled with sinful pride and envy, orders the babes of Bethlehem to be murdered, 

saying, “Find that child and kill him!” 

2. Satan temped Jesus for forty days, a temptation that was real—Jesus Himself “suffered 

when He was tempted.”  He was “tempted in every way,” not just the mere three 

temptations that are recorded for us when Jesus was tempted in the wilderness.  Those 

were just a sampling of the temptations Jesus faced. 

3. Just after that story in Luke, Luke records how the people of Jesus’ hometown of 

Nazareth tried to throw Him off a cliff in rejection of Him. 

4. And then shortly after that, Jesus was preaching in a synagogue when a demon-possessed 

man cried out, “I know who you are, the Holy One of God!”  Because who would want to 

believe the truth if it came from a demon? 

5. Later, as Jesus set His face toward going to Jerusalem where He knew He would suffer 

and die, Peter, His own disciple, rejected the idea of that happening, and Jesus said, Get 

behind me, Satan! 



6. And when Jesus was alone with His disciples in the Upper Room, Judas Iscariot, His 

betrayer, took the bread and Satan entered into him.  Jesus said, What you are about to 

do, do quickly. 

The dragon stood in front of the woman … so that he might devour her child.  Satan 

knew we were slaves in his kingdom without Jesus, hopeless without this child.  He tried and 

tried again to devour him.  But that’s the last we hear about the dragon in these verses.  Though 

Satan tried with all his might, our salvation was never once in doubt.  She gave birth to a son, a 

male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched 

up to God and to his throne. 

Just like with Job, where Satan was limited in what he was allowed to do and not do, so it 

was in the life of Jesus.  We see Satan’s power at work, but never overcoming the power of God. 

1. The baby-hunting of Herod in Bethlehem led to the fulfillment of Scripture when God 

said, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

2. Jesus was truly tempted and suffered when He was tempted, He did not sin.  He remained 

our sinless Substitute. 

3. Jesus walked right through the crowd that wanted to throw Him off the cliff. 

4. Jesus drove out demons and people marveled at His authority and power that even 

demons had to obey Him. 

5. No matter what Peter said against the idea of suffering, no matter how agonizing it was in 

Gethsemane, still Jesus went through with the everything that was required to save us. 

6. He was unjustly punished after Judas betrayed Him, but it was a punishment that 

“brought us peace.”  And the wounds He suffered on the cross are the wounds by which 

“we are healed.” 

Jesus is God-made-flesh, who was powerful to overcome every attack of the dragon and 

to carry out His plan to save us from our sins.  He rules with an iron scepter.  He shepherds in 

such a way that no one can withstand him.  He was not devoured but was snatched away and He 

ascended on high to His throne. 

In such a striking picture, God shares the unseen story of how such a powerful dragon 

still failed to ruin Christmas and rob us of our joy.  It tells another story too.  How even in the 

face of such incredible danger, such powerful hatred our God loved you so deeply that He was 

willing to do whatever it would take to rescue you from Satan’s clutches and reconcile you to 

Himself.  God has saved you and will continue to keep you safe from the devil until His Son 

returns.  That’s where the final verse of our text points us, the woman fled into the desert to a 

place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days.  Even 

while we live “in the desert” and are not yet snatched up to heaven ourselves, what kind of place 

are we in?  We’re in God’s place, which He prepared for us where we are safely fed and 

nourished and taken care of.  Satan is our powerful enemy, but as God’s people through Jesus, 

we are not overcome; we are safe in this desert! 

You certainly don’t need to add a seven-headed dragon to your manger scene this year, 

but take the comfort of this vision as a way to see the whole picture of God’s mighty arm at work 

to save us – as the angels announces: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men 

on whom His favor rests.  Amen. 


